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U.S. CUSTOMS & BORDER PROTECTION
  NUMBER:

07-18
TRADE INFORMATION NOTICE
        ISSUE DATE:
09-05-07

SUBJECT:
Air Cargo Agriculture Holds; Procedures for Transferring Cargo to USDA
DISTRIBUTION:
Air Carriers; Air Cargo Importers; USDA-APHIS
PURPOSE:
The purpose of this Trade Information Notice is to inform the trade of changes to the Area Port of Seattle U.S. Customs and Border Protection hold process for air cargo that has been held for agriculture inspection.  In addition, this Notice provides procedures for the movement of air cargo to the Seattle USDA Plant Inspection Station (PIS) and other sites under USDA supervision.  

BACKGROUND:
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) reviews manifests for all foreign arriving cargo and places holds in the Automated Manifest System (AMS).  Cargo may be held for a variety of reasons.  Currently air cargo targeted for agriculture inspection is held in air AMS with the “10 hold code.”  Carriers are receiving both electronic and fax notification of these holds.

Once carriers are notified of an “agriculture hold” on air freight, they are responsible for presenting documentation for that shipment to an Agriculture Specialist at the CBP cargo office at the Transiplex.  All agriculture holds must be cleared at the first port of unlading.  Cargo on agriculture hold may not move in-bond to another port.

Depending on the nature of the cargo, agriculture inspections may be conducted by USDA or CBP.  Live plants and certain seeds for growing are inspected by USDA at a Plant Inspection Station.  Most other cargo on agriculture hold is inspected by CBP at the carrier’s contracted cargo facility.  

ACTION:
The following changes will be effective September 21, 2007:
A. Hold Code: Air
CBP will no longer use the “10 hold code” for agriculture holds on airfreight.  That code will be reserved for CBP-Enforcement holds.  CBP-Agriculture holds will be placed with the “11 hold code.”  This should translate to the carriers’ electronic systems as a “2H” and/or a “CBP-Ag Hold.”  

B. Hold and Release Notifications: Air

All cargo hold and release notifications will be made electronically through AMS.  Carriers will no longer receive a hard copy notification of cargo holds.  This is consistent with the established process for other CBP holds on air cargo.

C. USDA Plant Inspection Station (PIS) and fumigation sites
Live plant material, seeds, and insect shipments may require inspection at the USDA PIS.  Also, shipments infested with actionable pests or certain conditions of entry requirements may require fumigation at the PIS or another non-CBP facility.  After the determination is made by CBP that such an inspection or fumigation is required, the following procedures will be followed to transfer the cargo to USDA control.

1. Once a shipment is deemed to need to move to the PIS or fumigation site, CBP Agriculture Specialists will notify the broker/importer of the required move.  

2. The broker/importer will provide CBP Agriculture Specialists at the Transiplex with a legible copy of the Entry (CF 3461) and of the USDA appointment sheet stating the location of the inspection/fumigation.

3. The broker/importer must also provide the name and IRS number for the party (importer, trucker, carrier, etc.) whose CBP bond is obligated for the movement.

4. CBP will place an “07” transaction in air AMS to indicate a local transfer to the PIS or fumigation site.

5. CBP will also remove and re-post the hold in air AMS to indicate what part of the shipment has been authorized to move and to what location.  The shipment will remain on hold in air AMS.  

6. Once the shipment has been received into USDA custody, USDA will confirm receipt of the cargo by faxing to CBP a copy of the appointment sheet stamped “Received.”  

7. When CBP is notified that the cargo has been transferred to USDA, CBP will remove the “11 hold” in air AMS.  

8. Movement of cargo to any location other than the PIS or designated fumigation site will result in the issuance of fines and/or penalties.  Movement without the “07” transaction in air AMS will also result in the issuance of fines and/or penalties.  

D. Transiplex office location:
Transiplex, Building A

SeaTac International Airport

Room 101

2580 S. 156th St.

Seattle, WA 98158

Any questions regarding the procedures outlined in this Notice should be directed to the attention of Chief CBP Agriculture Specialist Eric Johnson at 206-553-2400.

Robert J. Klee
Area Port Director, Seattle
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