APPLIES TO THE PORT(S) OF:  Seattle, Tacoma, Port Angeles, Port Townsend,

[image: image1.png]


                                                      Aberdeen, Everett, Spokane, Moses Lake

ORIGINATING OFFICE:  SEATTLE, WASHINGTON


[image: image2.png]




U.S. CUSTOMS & BORDER PROTECTION
  NUMBER:

08-26
TRADE INFORMATION NOTICE
       

  ISSUE DATE:
08-21-08

SUBJECT:
 Grace Period for the Implementation of the Softwood Lumber Act of 2008
DISTRIBUTION:
 Customs Brokers, Importers, Freight Forwarders, Other Interested Parties

The purpose of this Notice is to inform the importing public and all other interested parties of a grace period granted to importers with regard to the implementation of the Softwood Lumber Act of 2008 (SLA 2008) contained in the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008, commonly referred to as the Farm Bill.  
The SLA 2008 applies to softwood lumber and softwood lumber products described by the Act that are imported into the U.S. on or after August 18, 2008.  The SLA 2008 requires importers of softwood lumber and softwood lumber products to provide on a CBP 7501 (entry summary) the export price and estimated export charge, and a declaration with regard to these amounts.  A Trade Information Notice (08-25) was issued to the local trade community setting forth guidance with regard to Softwood Lumber Act of 2008 implementation instructions.  
The SLA 2008 was enacted June 18, 2008, and became effective 60 days after that date, on August 18, 2008.  The trade community advised Customs and Border Protection (CBP) that, due to the complexity of the programming changes required in providing the three new data elements for each line of softwood lumber articles on the entry summary, it would not be ready to comply with the SLA 2008 by August 18.  
Accordingly, in order to permit the trade community sufficient time to comply with the requirements in the SLA 2008, and thereby ensure the integrity of the data collected on importation of softwood lumber articles, CBP will delay the enforcement of the SLA 2008 for 30 days.  Thus, CBP will commence the enforcement of the data collection requirements contained in the SLA 2008 on September 18, 2008.  Entries of softwood lumber subject to the SLA 2008 made between August 18 and September 17, 2008 will not be rejected based on any SLA 2008 requirements.  Additionally, entries of softwood lumber subject to the SLA 2008 made between August 18 and September 17 will not be amended nor supplemented to provide the three new data elements.  
The trade community is, however, strongly encouraged to implement the requirements of the SLA 2008 as soon as feasible prior to September 18.

Policy and Procedure questions associated with the softwood lumber issues may be directed to Supervisory Import Specialist Diana Wagner at (206) 553-1435.  

ABI system related questions should first be directed to your assigned ABI Client Representative, or, as an alternative, you may contact local ABI Client Representatives Michael Cooney or Paul Gifford at (206) 553-5228.  Questions may also be sent to SWL2008@dhs.gov. 
Rolando Suliveras Jr. 

Area Port Director, Seattle
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