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U.S. CUSTOMS & BORDER PROTECTION
  NUMBER:

09-17
TRADE INFORMATION NOTICE
        ISSUE DATE:
07-20-09

SUBJECT:
Offloading Marked or Unmarked Dunnage While In Port – 

Advance Notification to Customs and Border Protection

DISTRIBUTION:
Steamship Operators, Carriers, Customs Brokers, Freight Forwarders, 


Other Interested Parties



This Trade Information Notice is to inform the local trade community that in the interest of agricultural safeguarding, the Office of Field Operations, Agriculture Programs and Trade Liaison (APTL), is updating its policy regarding the offloading of dunnage.  Since the 2006 memorandum, dunnage has posed a higher degree of pest risk.  Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Agriculture Specialists interceptions of pests have significantly increased at a number of ports due to inspections on marked and unmarked dunnage.  

Effective August 1, 2009, prior to any discharge of dunnage, CBP must be notified prior to arrival.  This policy update does not contrast with requiring ports to obtain permission for discharging of unmarked dunnage prior to arrival.  Local CBP management will continue to reserve the right to assess the needs and request a CBP Agriculture Specialist to perform an inspection during discharging or prior to vessel departure based on risk such as the country of origin or previous interceptions.

Note:  APTL has provided an update of this change on its Q&A section.  To view the change, please go to:   http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/trade_programs/agriculture/wpm/.  In addition, please note that there is also updated information on Wood Packing Material (WPM).

Vessels that call on a regular schedule and routinely discharge dunnage may apply to CBP Agriculture for a Compliance Agreement for Handling Dunnage, as long as discharged dunnage is held and safeguarded until released by CBP.  Application for a Compliance Agreement may be discussed with a Supervisory CBP Agriculture Specialist at (206)-553-1581.  When making a single notification to CBP prior to arrival, please call an Agriculture Specialist at (206)-553-1581.  

If you have any questions regarding the information contained in this Notice, please contact a Supervisory CBP Agriculture Specialist at (206)-553-1581.
(signed)









Terry W. Schulze
Acting Area Port Director, Seattle
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