Frequently asked questions (FAQ)
When is the rule adopted and when is it effective?
The rule is considered adopted once the Director signs the CR 103. In this case, Ecology filed the CR 103 for the Oil Transfer Rules (Chapter 173-184 and 173-180 WAC) and the Oil Spill Contingency Plans Rules (Chapter 173-182 WAC) on September 25, 2006. The rules will become effective 31 days after the CR-103 is filed. The effective date is October 26, 2006. 

When do I have to be in compliance with the rules?
The following is a compliance schedule for the Oil Spill Contingency Plan Rules and the Oil Transfer Rules: 

· Oil Spill Contingency Plan Rules Compliance Schedule  (attached)

· Oil Transfer Rules Compliance Schedule  (attached)

Are there technical assistance and educational materials available?
Ecology is developing and updating focus sheets, guidance materials, manuals, checklists and other documents pertaining to the new rules. Documents will be made available when the rules become effective on Oct 26, 2006. 

Does this new contingency plan rule mean that vessel companies must submit our own individual plans, or can we continue to enroll in the umbrella vessel plans? 

There are two primary vessel umbrella plans, the Washington State Maritime Cooperative and the Maritime Fire and Safety Association on the Columbia River.  There has been no change, and Washington’s contingency plan laws and rules continue to allow companies to enroll in the vessel umbrella plans to meet oil spill planning requirements.  

 

