Spills Program Rule Making

Oil Transfer Rules
Summary of the rules adopted on September 25, 2006
The following is a highlight of the new requirements.  Please see the rules for complete understanding of new regulations and standards.  

WAC 173-184 Vessel Oil Transfer Advance Notice and Containment Requirements: 

· Applies to all vessels delivering oil on or over the waters of the state. 

· Delivering vessel must provide advance notice of transfer to Ecology for all transfers over 100 gallons. 

· Requires bulk oil transfer rates over 500 gallons per minute to be pre-boomed, when it is safe and effective to do so, along with more staged equipment. 

· Requires bulk oil transfer rates 500 gallons per minute or less to choose to meet either the pre-booming requirements or apply alternative measures to ensure safe oil transfers and quick response if oil is spilled into the water. 

WAC 173-180 Facility Oil Handling Standards:

· Applies to all facilities which transfer oil to or from pipelines and/or nonrecreational vessels. 

· Categorizes facilities into the following 4 classes:  

· Class 1 are refineries and other large facilities currently regulated by Ecology; 

· Class 2 are mobile facilities, such as tanker trucks, when transferring oil to  nonrecreational vessels; 

· Class 3 are oil handling facilities which transfer oil to nonrecreational vessels with an oil capacity of 10,500 gallons or more, and; 

· Class 4 are marinas and other small fueling installations that transfer oil to nonrecreational vessels with an oil capacity of less than 10,500 gallons. 

· All classes of facilities must determine the oil transfer rate for each transfer and follow the applicable Rate A or Rate B requirements: 

· Rate A transfers must pre-boom, when it is safe and effective to do so, when transfers are over 500 gallons per minute. 

· Rate B transfers have option to preboom or meet alternative measures when pre-booming is not employed. 

For additional information, please see Rule Adoption Notice for complete summary.
